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Opening Doors to Advocacy:
Celebrating 45 Years of Pro Bono

6:30 pm: Cocktail Hour

10:15 pm: Raffle & Auction Close

7:30 pm: Dinner & Program

Welcome Remarks
Chanda A. Miller, VIP Board President

Rida Haq, VIP Executive Director

VIP Impact Testimonials
Evette Dones, VIP Client

Marlena Masitto, VIP Client

Lee Zimmerman Memorial Fund
Dedication by Bob Scott 

Benefit Auction

VIP Champion Awards
U.S. Congresswoman Mary Gay Scanlon

The Honorable Daniel J. Anders

8:30 pm: Music & Dancing

Featuring the West Philadelphia Orchestra
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Opening Doors to Advocacy:
Celebrating 45 Years of Pro Bono

In 1981, a group of service-minded Philadelphia
lawyers responded to a federal funding crisis for
civil legal aid by founding a pro bono program: VIP.

VIP’s mission is to leverage the powerful
resources of the legal community to provide
quality volunteer legal services and ensure access
to justice for low-income Philadelphians.

Forty-five years since its founding, Philadelphia
VIP still opens doors to advocacy for our clients.
We recruit, train, and support over 1,400 legal
volunteers annually. Those volunteers in turn
represent over 1,600 pro bono clients each year.

Thank you for joining us in celebrating our
mission. Welcome to VIP’s Anniversary Gala!

Gala Host Committee Co-Chairs

Francis P. Devine, III 
Alyson Walker Lotman

Michael F. Reilly

Stewart Eisenberg
Joseph Nullmeyer

Wesley Payne
Marc Tepper
Marc Zucker

Jennifer Coatsworth
Harvey Hurdle
Kathy Ochroch
Abraham Reich
Suzanne Turner

Gala Host Committee
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In Memoriam: Lee Zimmerman

On November 9, 2025, Philadelphia VIP’s
community lost one of its guiding lights: our
former Board President, longtime volunteer, and
steadfast advocate, Lee Zimmerman.

Lee was a dedicated volunteer with a special
commitment to representing Philadelphia
businesses and nonprofits pro bono. He
championed VIP within his own workplace, TE
Connectivity. Through his mentorship and
advocacy, he blazed a trail for corporate counsel
to pursue meaningful pro bono activities through
Philadelphia VIP.

In memory of Lee and in honor of his years of
service to VIP’s community economic
development initiative, the proceeds from
tonight’s Gala will support the newly-created Lee
Zimmerman Memorial Fund, which was
inaugurated by Lee’s friends and colleagues to aid
Philadelphia VIP’s program growth.
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Support VIP:
Silent Auction & Donations

Win big at our silent auction.
Place your bids at phillyvip.org/auction until
10:15 pm. Prizes include top-notch Eagles, Sixers,
and Flyers tickets; one-of-a-kind artwork; a
priceless tour of the U.S. Capitol led by
Congresswoman Mary Gay Scanlon; and more.

To participate, visit this link or speak to a VIP
staff member at our auction table.

Try your luck at VIP’s raffle.
Virtual raffle tickets (one for $10; five for $45) are
available at phillyvip.org/raffle.

Raffle winners will be announced when the
auction closes at 10:15 pm.

Help support VIP’s ongoing work of
expanding access to justice.

Make a donation to VIP by visiting the donation
booth upstairs or at phillyvip.org/donate. All
money raised tonight supports the Lee
Zimmerman Memorial Fund.

https://phillyvip.org/auction
https://phillyvip.org/auction
https://www.phillyvip.org/raffle
https://phillyvip.org/donate
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Thank You to Our 
Anniversary Sponsors
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Thank You to Our 
Presenting Sponsors
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Thank You to
All Our Sponsors

Diamond Sponsors

Blank Rome

DLA Piper

Eisenberg Winkler
Jeck Schwartz

Schoenhaus & Sherry

Reed Smith

Cozen O’Connor

Duane Morris

Fox Rothschild

Greenberg Traurig

Bob & Didi Scott

Ballard Spahr

Comcast

McCarter English

Tobey Oxholm

Mike & Elaine Reilly

Chubb

Feldman Shepherd
Wohlgelernter Tanner

Weinstock Dodig

Pond Lehocky

Saul Ewing

Stradley Ronon

Platinum Sponsors
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Thank You to
All Our Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Buchanan Ingersoll &
Rooney

Dilworth Paxson

JAMS

Bethany Nikitenko

Philadelphia Bar
Association

White & Williams

Association of
Corporate Counsel

Greater Philadelphia

Gay Chacker &
Ginsburg

Lincoln Financial
Group

Robinson+Cole

Saltz Mongeluzzi
Bendesky



10

Thank You to
VIP’s Patrons Circle

Pro Bono Champions

E. Rhoda Shaten Charitable Foundation 
With Support from Larry & Shelly Beaser

Wesley Payne, IV

Bennett Picker & Terry Rogal

Pro Bono Advocates

David Abernethy

Crawford Advocacy

Margaret Lurio

Margolis Edelstein

Erik & Joyce Videlock

Diane Zilka
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Thank You to
VIP’s Patrons Circle

Pro Bono Patrons

Harris Bock

Geneva Campbell Brown

Richard Golomb

Hangley Aronchick Segal Pudlin & Schiller

Rumman Haq & Ahsan Memon

Holland & Knight

Melissa Long

Martin Law

Judge Gerald McHugh

Pennsylvania Trial Lawyers Association

Abe & Sherri Reich

Judge Annette Rizzo

David Sweet

Tactix

Sara Woods

Tom & Jackie Zemaitis

Marc & Karen Zucker
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Speakers &
Special Guests

Chanda A. Miller
President, VIP Board of Directors

Partner, Barnes & Thornburg

Chanda A. Miller is a partner at Barnes and
Thornburg LLP. Chanda is a trial attorney who
serves as defense counsel for pharmaceutical
manufacturers and medical device companies in
high-stakes product liability litigation and
complex commercial cases. 

As a VIP volunteer, she primarily represents
clients seeking name changes. Chanda chaired
VIP’s most recent strategic planning process and
serves as Board President for 2025–2026.
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Speakers &
Special Guests

Rida Haq
Executive Director

Philadelphia VIP

Rida Haq joined VIP in 2015 as a Case Manager
and moved into the role of Director of Volunteer
Engagement in 2017. Since becoming Interim  
Executive Director in 2021, Rida is the first person
of color and the first non-lawyer to lead
Philadelphia VIP. Rida helped spearhead the
rollout of Philadelphia's expanded tangled title
and estate planning services under the City's
Neighborhood Preservation Initiative. In 2022,
Rida was recognized as a Women of Distinction
honoree by the Philadelphia Business Journal.
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Speakers &
Special Guests

Evette Dones
VIP Client

Preserving Income

Marlena Masitto
VIP Client

Owner, Philly Neat Freaks
Promoting Community Economic Development
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Speakers &
Special Guests

Bob Scott
Executive VP & General Counsel,

TE Connectivity (Retired)

Bob Scott is a VIP volunteer, a former VIP Board
member, and the retired Executive Vice President
& General Counsel of TE Connectivity.

As a VIP volunteer lawyer, Bob has dedicated
countless hours over the years to a range of pro
bono projects, with a special emphasis on
homeownership (tangled title) and estate
planning cases for low-income homeowners.
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Speakers &
Special Guests

The Honorable Daniel J. Anders
Administrative Judge, Trial Division

Philadelphia County Court of Common Pleas

The Honorable Daniel J. Anders has served
Philadelphia as a judge since 2007. Before his
appointment and then election to the bench,
Judge Anders worked as an attorney at Pepper
Hamilton for nine years, where he logged
thousands of hours of pro bono legal services for
LGBTQ organizations across the city and
commonwealth. He is currently the
Administrative Judge of the Civil Trial Division.
Judge Anders was the first openly gay man to win
elected office in Philadelphia.  
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Speakers &
Special Guests

U.S. Representative Mary Gay Scanlon
Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congressional District

Former VIP Volunteer

Before being sworn into the U.S. House of
Representatives in 2018 following a special
election, Congresswoman Mary Gay Scanlon was
a VIP volunteer and pro bono counsel at Ballard
Spahr for 15 years. In that role, she oversaw the
firm’s pro bono program and enlisted hundreds of
lawyers in pro bono work serving Philadelphians.
As a Representative, she chairs the House
Caucuses on Legal Aid, Youth Mentoring, and
Foster Youth, among other activities dedicated to
serving the most vulnerable among us.
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VIP Champion Awards:
Meet the Honorees

Sierra Applegate
Astor Weiss Kaplan & Mandel

Champion Award for 
Preserving Income

Sierra Applegate is a dedicated professional with
a service-oriented approach to her Trusts &
Estates practice. Prior to working at Astor Weiss,
Sierra was a Deputy City Solicitor and a Judicial
Clerk for the Honorable Sheila Woods-Skipper.

Sierra joined the VIP community in law school as
an intern on VIP’s legal team. Since then, she has
been a consistent volunteer with a deep
commitment to her clients. She has served as a
mentor and has led VIP estate planning trainings.
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VIP Champion Awards:
Meet the Honorees

Jared Bayer
Cozen O’Connor

Champion Award for 
Preventing Homelessness

Jared (Jed) Bayer is a member at Cozen O’Connor,
where he handles a wide range of commercial
litigation matters. He also has an active appellate
practice. As a VIP volunteer, Jed specializes in
representing low-income tenants pro bono in
eviction cases in Municipal Court.  He has assisted
with two dozen such matters. Thanks to his
experience, VIP and Jed’s own firm frequently call
upon him to mentor other volunteer lawyers who
are new to the practice of landlord/tenant law.
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VIP Champion Awards:
Meet the Honorees

Jacob Brownstein
Blank Rome

Champion Award for Promoting
Community Economic Development

Jacob Brownstein is an associate at Blank Rome,
where he concentrates his practice in the areas of
business tax and general corporate law. He was
born and raised in the Philly suburbs and attended
Drexel University’s School of Law.

In his pro bono work for Philadelphia VIP, Jacob
assists small businesses and nonprofits with a
range of corporate issues. He has served over
two dozen pro bono clients at our clinics and in
lengthier representations.
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VIP Champion Awards:
Meet the Honorees

Cory Jacobs
Blank Rome

Champion Award for Promoting
Community Economic Development

Cory Jacobs is a partner at Blank Rome, where he
advises a broad range of individual and business
taxpayers. He is a frequent speaker and teacher
on issues of corporate and partnership tax.

As a VIP volunteer, Cory dedicates his pro bono
work to small businesses and nonprofits,
particularly those in need of tax advice and
assistance obtaining 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status. 
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Philadelphia VIP
Board of Directors

Robert S. Tintner
President-Elect

Benjamin E. Gordon
Secretary

Nia N. Meeks
Co-Treasurer

Chanda A. Miller
President

Bethany R. Nikitenko
Vice President

Michael A. Budner
Co-Treasurer

Robin C.V. Holts
Equity Officer

Edward Brant

George J. Farrell

Samantha Fitzpatrick

Hope Freiwald

Christie Jones

Hon. Viktoria
Kristiansson

Alyson Walker
Lotman

Matthew Pilcher

Richard Scheff

Kate Van Scoy

Courtney Wilborn

Ezra Wohlgelernter

James Becker

Kristine Calalang

Mark Fidanza

Deborah Freedman

Ethan Heller

Marko Kipa

Kevin Levy

Margaret McDowell

Maureen Olives

Willie Pollins

Mark Stewart

Stephanie S. Vogel
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Philadelphia VIP
Staff

Jordyn Bernard

Tom Chaykun

Kelly J. Gastley

Rida Haq

Mike Jones

Denise E. Lynch

Vijaya Singh

Benjamin Willis

Grace Aitken

Greyson Brady

Joe Durkin

Shelly Halloran

Jennifer Hwang

Paul Loscalzo

Robin Miles

Blue Troiano
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A N N I V E R S A R Y  G A L A 38

“We are very proud of
Philadelphia VIP and its
volunteers for the important
impact made providing access to
legal services for Philadelphia
families in need. We are honored
to support this vital mission.”

– Bob and Didi Scott
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Tobey Oxholm, Co-Founder

“The Heart of the Law is the 
Heart of the Lawyer”

Support VIP:
Help Strengthen the Heart of the Law

~~ Curtis J. Berger, NY Times Op Ed, July 6, 1976 

(Click to read it!)

https://www.nytimes.com/1976/07/06/archives/the-heart-of-the-law-is-the-heart-of-the-lawyer-students-conclude.html?unlocked_article_code=1.w1A.Ictn.BSVtwLu6fn28&smid=url-share
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Ballard Spahr
Brian Joseph Jewelry

Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney
City of Philadelphia Parks & Recreation

Helene Cohen
Comcast Spectacor

Sally and Stewart Eisenberg
Eisenberg Winkler Jeck Schwartz Schoenhaus & Sherry

Greenberg Traurig
High Street Hospitality

David Jones
P. Michael Jones

Lisa Kabnick and John McFadden
Robert Kraiza

La Cucina at the Market
Lincoln Financial Group

Alyson and Gabe Lotman
Margolis Edelstein
Mural City Cellars

Bethany and Alex Nikitenko
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society

Philadelphia Distilling
Philadelphia Museum of Art

Philadelphia Union
Philly Goat Project

Michael and Elaine Reilly
Congresswoman Mary Gay Scanlon

Ultimo Coffee Roasters
Jennifer Weiner

Thank You to Our
In-Kind Donors & Supporters
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