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BUILDING
PRO BONO
CONNECTIONS
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VI P leverages the

powerful resources of the

community to provide quality
volunteer legal services and
ensure access to justice for

low-income Philadelphians.



Dear Friends:

We are deeply proud to share this report on
another year of remarkable work in service of
Philadelphia VIP’s mission.

Every case referred by VIP's office follows a
similar path: someone in Philadelphia has run
out of options, and then a volunteer attorney
says "yes," making the choice to intervene.

In 2025, VIP volunteers said “yes” to the tune
of 13,749 hours of pro bono legal help, worth
$7,007,355 at market rates and free to every
client who received it. Of those volunteers, 219
had never taken a VIP case before.

By taking a VIP case—that is, by choosing to
intervene in the legal problems of a total
stranger and ask for nothing in return—VIP
volunteers take it upon themselves to build pro
bono connections in our city.

These connections can change lives, as was
the case for Harold (page 5), a VIP eviction
defense client whose landlord rented him a
room with a leaking roof and no running water.
When the landlord sued to evict him, a VIP
volunteer raised a counterclaim and won.
Harold walked away with a $5,000 award and a
chance to find a better home.

Some pro bono connections are less flashy
than a courtroom win, but they nonetheless
strengthen our city and empower our
neighbors. VIP volunteers and clients work
together to secure legal title to the family
home, change someone’s name to reflect their
gender identity, or sign a commercial lease for
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a small business. These stories, and others like
them, are detailed in this report.

If you take away one message from these
pages, let it be this: while we live in a divided
world, we can all be connected by service:
volunteer to client, lawyer to neighbor,
individual Philadelphian to a city whose
residents do not have to face their toughest
legal battles alone. Your generosity—by giving
to VIP, inviting a colleague to a volunteer
training, or saying “yes” to a case—helps us
build those connections.

In 2025, our volunteers served 1,658 pro bono
clients. Whether you are a longtime friend of
VIP or one of those 219 first-time volunteers,
we could not boast of that number without your
willingness to say “yes.”

Thank you as always for your commitment to
expanding access to justice in Philadelphia.

Sincerely,

Rida Haq
Executive Director

@’Mn&fwm

Chanda A. Miller
Board President
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Our Legal Priorities

Philadelphia VIP recruits, trains, and supports legal
volunteers to represent low-income Philadelphians
who need a lawyer but cannot afford one.

We focus our efforts on four key areas:

Preventing
Homelessness

Volunteer lawyers help Philadelphia residents
resolve tangled titles and become the legal
owners of their family homes.

This priority area also encompasses our
eviction defense work in Municipal Court.

Supporting
Family Stability
Volunteer lawyers represent clients in family

law matters: child custody, divorce, Protection
from Abuse, adoption, and more.

Additionally, volunteers help clients become
legal guardians of incapacitated loved ones.

Preserving Income

Volunteers help low-income homeowners pass on
family wealth with estate planning.

Much of VIP’s consumer defense work, including
debt collection, auto accidents, and slip-and-
falls, in addition to our work securing name
changes and delayed birth certificates, also falls
within this priority area.

Promoting Community
Economic Development

Our clients in these cases are low- to moderate-
income small businesses as well as nonprofits
that serve Philadelphia’s public interest.

These clients receive a wide range of legal
services to help them grow and operate securely.

PHILADELPHIA VIP
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2025 by the Numbers

1,395

volunteers worked on
a VIP pro bono case

219

first-time volunteers
signed up for a case

873

new matters were
referred to legal
volunteers

1,658

Philadelphians received
pro bono legal services

13,749

hours of pro bono legal
work were reported by
VIP volunteers
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$0.00

attorney fees were
charged to our low-
income clients
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Preventing Homelessness

Across the city, VIP volunteer lawyers help renters
and homeowners alike stay in their homes.

VIP Volunteers Clear Up Tangled Titles

When a person lives in, takes care of, and in
many cases pays the mortgage on a home, but
that person does not legally own the home, we
say that person has a “tangled title.”

Even in the face of the City of Philadelphia’s
enhanced investment in tangled title, the
problem is still widespread and the need is still
great. In 2025, between simple deed
transactions and more complicated probate
matters, VIP referred 153 clients to volunteer
lawyers for help resolving tangled titles.

VIP is a resource hub for tangled title clients
and volunteers alike, and our staff actively

258

new cases referred in 2025

Eviction Defense 98

Deed Transfer 85

Probate 68

Quiet Title 7

monitors these cases to ensure quality service.

“Everyone in the family knew grandpa wanted
me to have the house,” said Alyssa.*

When Alyssa’s grandfather died, his executor
improperly probated his estate. Years later,
when the roof started leaking and Alyssa tried
to apply for a repair grant, she discovered she
did not legally own the home.

Alyssa's VIP volunteer lawyer corrected the
problem. Now, Alyssa is making repairs to her
legally-held family home.

“We can't wait to have family dinners there. |
already told my fiancé that when we have kids,
we're leaving the house to them.”

Tangled Title Fund: A Citywide Resource

VIP administers the Tangled Title Fund (TTF), a
City grant program that removes financial
roadblocks to clearing title. TTF grants are
available not only to VIP clients, but also to
hopeful homeowners working with other legal
aid agencies and advocates.

In 2025, the TTF disbursed a record amount:

293 Philadelphians, including 177 first-time
recipients, received $497,470 in TTF grants.

PHILADELPHIA VIP




Harold* had no running water. He had no kitchen.
His roof leaked. His landlord sued him for $12,000.

Landlord/Tenant Eviction Defense

In addition to our extensive homeownership
projects, VIP recruits and trains volunteers to
represent low-income tenants facing eviction in
Philadelphia’s Municipal Court.

Our eviction defense volunteers are a diverse
group. Some are transactional lawyers who are
not afraid of the courtroom; many are first-year
associates who are eager to chair their own
cases. Occasionally, we even work with
landlord’s attorneys who wish to put their deep
knowledge of landlord/tenant law to use for
pro bono tenant clients.

Jordan* is one such attorney. He spends his
days representing residential and commercial
landlords in eviction matters. When he has
time—following a thorough conflict check,
naturally—he takes tenant-side cases from VIP.

Harold’s Eviction Defense Story

Harold came to VIP when his landlord sought
to evict him and collect about $12,000 in
unpaid rent. Harold told us his apartment had
multiple habitability problems which his
landlord refused to fix.

On top of that, he had been trying to pay his
rent, but the landlord would not accept the
payments. He had text exchanges to prove it
and he had been setting aside the money he
owed. Still, his landlord sought to remove him.
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We referred Harold's case to Jordan, who then
strategized with a VIP Staff Attorney about the
possibility of raising a habitability counterclaim.

We always encourage volunteers to pursue
counterclaims when possible. In many of our
clients’ cases, the facts do not lend themselves to
the possibility of a successful counterclaim. But
in some matters—particularly those involving lead,
unsafe living conditions, and retaliatory or
otherwise illegal actions from the landlord—our
volunteers elect to take their client’s case further
than a normal VIP matter.

Between Harold's inhabitable apartment, his
landlord’s unsavory behavior, and Jordan'’s
expertise in Municipal Court, Jordan and our staff
thought they might have a “winner.”

Jordan demanded a trial and raised the counter-
claim before the Municipal Court judge. He
prevailed easily. Not only did the judge waive the
$12,000 in back rent sought by the landlord, he
also ruled in Harold's favor and awarded him a
$5,000 judgment. After some hounding from
Jordan, the landlord remitted the entire amount.

Thanks to Jordan and VIP, Harold walked away
from a landlord/tenant nightmare with, if not quite
a new lease on life, then at least a fair bit of
money to find a safer, healthier home.

*All names are pseudonyms.



Preserving Income

VIP volunteers served more clients in name
change, debt collection, and estate planning cases.

VIP’s Preserving Income projects cover a
variety of legal issues where clients are at risk
of losing wages, savings, or even their homes.

Our volunteers work on pro bono cases where
such assets are directly at stake, including
debt collection defense, slip-and-fall defense,
and auto accident defense. Meanwhile, estate
planning volunteers work to keep clients’
household wealth from being lost to tangled
title issues, and name change volunteers help
clients secure benefits and obtain photo ID.

Estate Planning to Preserve Family Wealth

Demand for free estate planning services
continued to grow in 2025, alongside volunteer
interest. We referred 140 such cases to
volunteer lawyers last year, up from 2024.

The program aims to serve low-income
Philadelphia homeowners who wish to pass on
their assets but cannot afford to pay a lawyer.

With training and careful guidance from VIP

staff, our volunteers are more than scriveners;
they are counselors who help clients navigate
questions of inheritance, responsibility, and

trust when selecting beneficiaries and agents.
Clients consistently report feeling guided and
reassured by their estate planning volunteers.

Meeting Community Needs: Name Changes

VIP’s “name change” project actually
addresses a wider range of issues than simple
name change petitions. Some of our clients
were never issued a birth certificate and go
through life without any proof of identity;
others have some official documents, but
clerical errors keep them from accessing
benefits. VIP volunteers address this problem.

In 2025, a large-scale provider of free gender-
affirming name changes stopped accepting
clients. VIP partnered with Philadelphia Legal
Assistance to fill the gap, and our name
change referrals doubled compared to 2024.

261

new cases referred in 2025

Estate Planning 140

Name Change 48

Consumer Debt 42

Torts & Auto 31

PHILADELPHIA VIP



A letter in the mail told her she owed a debt buyer
over $5,000. Thanks to VIP, she is now debt-free.

Estelle* received a letter from an unknown
attorney who offered to defend her in her
upcoming debt collection hearing. She took the
letter to a legal aid agency, where advocates
informed her she was being sued by a debt
buyer she had never heard of.

At the time, Estelle was recovering from a
surgery and could not work. She worried her
car would be repossessed if she lost the case.
The agency sent her information to VIP, and we
matched her with a volunteer lawyer.

Estelle explained to her volunteer that she fell
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behind on payments after her surgery. She had
to stop working and began receiving long-term
disability payments, but she had to spend them
on rent to avoid being evicted. Meanwhile, a
company she had never heard of was poised to
collect over $5,000 without properly serving her
or providing proof of ownership of the debt.

Estelle’s volunteer easily prevailed at the
hearing. “My attorney showed up and showed
out,” Estelle said. “Your services are superb.
Nothing like this has ever happened to me.”

*All client names are pseudonyms.




Supporting
Family Stability

Philadelphians fighting for what matters most in
Family Court count on VIP volunteer lawyers.

Where personal and family matters run up
against the legal system—for instance, in child
custody disputes, divorce proceedings, and
questions of guardianship—families are
undoubtedly better off with legal counsel.
However, most litigants in Philadelphia’s
Family Court do not have lawyers.

Since 1981, VIP has connected low-income
Philadelphians to experienced family law
practitioners for pro bono assistance. Those
same lawyers also volunteer to mentor and
train attorneys from other backgrounds, which
enables anyone with a Pennsylvania law
license to get involved, regardless of their
usual practice area.

97

new cases referred in 2025

Custody 31

Divorce 30

Guardianship

Divorce: Legally Easy, Procedurally Complex

Divorce decrees are not easy to obtain in
Philadelphia. Nor are they cheap. A Harvard
Law School Access to Justice Lab study found
that fewer than 10% of pro se divorce litigants
successfully obtained a divorce decree. For
Philadelphians without the means to pay a
lawyer, old marriages may linger for years or
even decades.

VIP is still the only large-scale provider of pro
bono divorce assistance in Philadelphia. Our
volunteers help clients with “simple” no-asset
divorce matters. Divorce decrees in hand, our
clients are able to close painful chapters in
their lives, move on, and remarry.

Divorce is also an attractive pro bono project
for volunteers. No-asset divorces do not
require a courtroom appearance, and the legal
work involved is fairly simple, so attorneys can
complete these matters with relative ease.

In 2025, requests for legal assistance in
divorce rose sharply. In response, our divorce
referrals to volunteer lawyers nearly doubled
compared to 2024.

PHILADELPHIA VIP



“Most attorneys are already equipped to handle a
pro bono family law case effectively.”

“As an experienced family law attorney and
volunteer mentor, | have seen the impact pro
bono representation can have, whether from a
lawyer who is brand-new to Family Court or
from a veteran practitioner like me. If you can
set expectations and communicate effectively,
you can be a fantastic VIP volunteer.”

“Your skills as a lawyer are far more beneficial
than your ability to recite family law doctrine
chapter and verse. If you have ever helped a
nervous client through contract negotiations,
advised a business on risk management, or
explained legal processes to a layperson, you
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already have the fundamental skills needed to
succeed in pro bono family law work.”

“Pro bono work is not about mastering every
aspect of divorce, custody, or child support
law. It is about being present, listening, and
guiding clients through one of the most
challenging periods of their lives and using the
law to restore a sense of normalcy.”

Adapted from an article in the Summer 2025
issue of the Philadelphia Lawyer by VIP
Supervising Attorney Denise E. Lynch and VIP
volunteer lawyer Gregory S. Hyde.




Promoting Community
Economic Development

VIP is the only large-scale provider of free legal
services for Philly small businesses and nonprofits.

Our work of expanding access to justice does
not only include helping Philly residents defend
themselves in court or manage complex real
estate transactions. It also involves building up
our city’s network of entrepreneurs, small
business owners, and small nonprofits through
proactive legal services and counseling.

When low- to moderate-income small
businesses and nonprofits with limited

resources need free legal help, they turn to VIP.

In 2025, VIP referred 258 such cases to
volunteer lawyers, held seven small business
and nonprofit legal clinics, and hosted nine
free business law webinars.

258

new cases referred in 2024

Small Business 184

Nonprofit 74

10

Building Connections at Legal Clinics

Every other month, VIP partners with a law firm
in the city to organize a legal clinic for our
Community Economic Development clients.

Ever popular with both clients and volunteers,
these clinics bring together Philadelphians
from all walks of life. Clients are pre-screened
to ensure their legal questions are appropriate
for a one-hour clinic setting, and then our staff
matches them with attorneys who have the
relevant expertise to advise them.

Due to the clinics’ popularity, clients are often
matched with a duo of volunteer attorneys.

While VIP does not require volunteers or clients
to continue working together after the clinic,
they often elect to do so once they meet and
discover they are a good match for each other.

In December, we partnered with Blank Rome
and the International Trademark Association to

hold our first-ever trademark legal clinic.

VIP served 81 clients at small business and
nonprofit legal clinics in 2025.

PHILADELPHIA VIP



Passing the Torch with Succession Planning

Richelle* founded her nonprofit, now a
community development corporation (CDC)
dedicated to serving the people of North
Philadelphia, over forty years ago.

Over the years, the CDC has developed a
special focus on urban forestry: putting people
to work planting trees and improving the
landscape of North Philadelphia.

When Richelle decided to retire, she engaged
VIP to craft a succession plan and update the
CDC'’s bylaws to prepare for its next leader.

“VIP has been a competent leader in building
area nonprofits’ capacity to serve communities
with strength,” said Richelle.

A Local Artisan Resolves an lllegal Eviction

Steven* ran his artisanal knife shop out of a
rented studio space. When the landlord illegally
locked him out, he was unable to retrieve his
supplies and continue supporting himself.

VIP matched Steven with a volunteer, who
negotiated temporary access to the studio to
reclaim his tools.

“Before VIP and my lawyer, | was losing sleep
and having panic attacks,” Steven said. ‘|
cannot thank you enough. | would have lost
years of work without VIP. It's been a major
help to myself, my micro-business, and my
relationships.”

*All client names are pseudonyms.




Celebrating Our Volunteers

VIP works to engage, recognize, and celebrate the
1,300+ legal volunteers who carry out our mission.

We celebrated our Annual Awards Night on May
15, 2025, in the Mayor’s Reception Room inside
City Hall. At this event, the VIP team'’s favorite
night of the year, our community came together
to recognize excellence in pro bono service.

In addition to our six annual award honorees, we
inducted three lawyers into VIP’s Hall of Fame,
which is reserved for volunteers who have
dedicated ten years of their careers to VIP.

Then, on June 25, 2025, we gathered summer

associates from firms and corporate legal
departments across the city for our annual
Summer Pro Bono Program, a networking
breakfast and pro bono seminar with Philly
judges and VIP volunteer lawyers.

This event, along with our “roadshows,” lunch-
and-learns, and New Volunteer Happy Hours,
helps us bring new volunteers into the fold.

A list of every 2025 VIP volunteer is available at
the end of this report.




VIP's Annual Award Winners

Justice William J. Brennan, Jr. Award: Solo
Gregory S. Hyde, Esq.

Justice William J. Brennan, Jr. Award: Law Firm
Dechert

Trailblazing Partner Award
The Vanguard Group

Pro Bono Impact Award
Donna Brown, Esq.

Outstanding New Volunteer Award
Ryaan A. Ibtisam, Esq.

MVP of VIP Award
Lisa Ann Zolna

VIP’s Hall of Fame Inductees

We marked the pro bono service of these three
volunteer lawyers at our Annual Awards Night
and added them to our Hall of Fame, which
recognizes lawyers who have handled over ten
VIP cases over the course of a decade.

These three volunteers have handled almost
three hundred VIP cases over the years.

Alfonso Madrid, Esq.
Volunteer since 1997

Billie Schnall, Esq.
Volunteer since 1993

Mark-Allen Taylor, Esq.
Volunteer since 2011

2025 ANNUAL REPORT
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2025 Board of Directors

Board Officers

Chanda A. Miller
President

Robert S. Tintner
Vice President

Board Members

Benjamin E. Gordon
Secretary

Hon. A. Nicole Tate-Wilborn*
Equity Officer

Michael A. Budner
Co-Treasurer

Nia N. Meeks
Co-Treasurer

James M. Becker
Edward Brant

Kristine L. Calalang**
Germain E. DeMartinis*
George J. Farrell

Mark W. Fidanza
Samantha J. Fitzpatrick
Deborah Freedman**

Hope Freiwald
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Katelyn M. Gillece
Robin C.V. Holts
Katayun I. Jaffari**
Christie Jones**
Kevin M. Levy

Alyson Walker Lotman
Margaret M. McDowell
Bethany R. Nikitenko

Maureen Olives**

Steve T. Park*
Matthew Pilcher
Willie Pollins
Richard L. Scheff
David A. Surbeck*
Kate Van Scoy
Stephanie S. Vogel
Courtney Wilborn

Ezra Wohlgelernter**

*Board alumni
**Ex-officio member

PHILADELPHIA VIP



2025 Staff Team

Jordyn Bernard
Homeownership Project
Coordinator

Susan Blissett*
Legal Support Coordinator

Nadav Carmel*
Director of Operations

Fayisha Cathey*
Homeownership Project
Coordinator

Tom Chaykun
Administrative Assistant

Joe Durkin
Director of Qutreach

Kelly J. Gastley
Managing Attorney

Rida Haq
Executive Director

Jennifer Hwang
Development Manager

Mike Jones
Supervising Attorney

Nina Josephson*
Small Business Coordinator

Denise Lynch
Supervising Attorney

Robin Miles
Small Business Coordinator

Mary Grace Ortega*
Pro Bono Case Manager (Jesuit
Volunteer Corps)

Max Manalang*
Pro Bono Case Manager (Jesuit
Volunteer Corps)

Kate Pietragallo*
Staff Attorney

Arina Prakapenka*
Pro Bono Case Manager

Vijaya Singh
Staff Attorney

Megan Schweiker*
Pro Bono Case Manager

Benjamin Willis
Data & Contracts Manager

Katherine Zain*
Pro Bono Case Manager

*Staff alumni




Financials

REVENUE & SUPPORT (2025) B Government Grants/Contracts
$2,172,811 $743,392 (34%)

Tangled Title Fund (Pass-Through)
$402,732 (18%)

Grants/Foundations
$325,250 (15%)

Corporate Giving
$263,583 (12%)

Individual Giving
$190,118 (9%)

WLaw Firm Giving
$185,950 (9%)

i Other Revenue
$61,786 (3%)

EXPENSES (2025) B Program Services
$2,200,758 $1,919,457 (87%)

[l Management and General
$194,008 (9%)

Fundraising
$87,293 (4%)

Net Assets, Beginning: $2,840,790
Net Assets, End: $3,101,219

Individual Contributors: 213
Organizational Contributors: 52

PHILADELPHIA VIP



Our Donors

We thank the following individuals for their
generous financial support of VIP in 2025:

Thomas Allen
Karen Aloia
Allegra Angus
Anonymous Donor
George Audi
Michael Balent
Anthony Baratta
Carlyn Barry
Janet Bauman
Lawrence Beaser
James Becker
Amy Besser
Martin Black
Nancy Black
Bobby Blanton
Patricia Bonney
Paul Bonney
Matthew Bosack
Kevin Boswell
Barbara Boxer
Fred Brackett
Ann Braden
David Braden
Edward Brant
John Caddell
Edward Chacker
Sheila Chacker
Chun Cheng
Jeffrey Chu
Michele Cohen
Alan Cohn
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Katherine Commons
Patricia Cramer
Elizabeth Crawford
David Cuozzo
Rose Cuozzo
Jeremy Deiter
Christine Deutsch
Christine Dever
Gerard Dever
Patrick Devine
Francis Devine
John Dodds

Mary Doherty
Stewart Eisenberg
Jordan Ellis

Allan Ells

Louis Eni

George Farrell
David Fein

Alan Feldman
Mark Fidanza
Patricia Finney
Lise Fisher
Howard Fleischer
Ethan Fogel
Howard Forbes Little
David Forti
Stephen Foxman
Eric Frank

Elaine Franzblau
Robert Franzblau

Barbara Franzel
Bruce Franzel
Eric David Freed
Alec Freeman
Hope Freiwald
Carl Fridy
Abraham Gafni
Brooke Garcher
Cindy Garo
Michael Gastley
Kevin Gilboy
Katelyn Gillece
Bruce Goldenberg
Nadine Goldenberg
Benjamin Gordon
Kerry Hannon
Steve Heimann
Elizabeth Hein
Timothy Hoban
Fred Holt

Ruth Holt

Robin Holts
Jeffrey Honickman
Marjorie Honickman
Helen Hurst
Amey Hutchins
Michael James
Elizabeth Jenny
David Jones
Supriya Kakkar
Jessica Khan
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Stephanie Ladavac
Blondine Ladouceur
Erin Lamb

Brent Landau
Karna Laubenstein
Betty Le

Connie Lee

Ellyn Lehr

Seth Lehr

Andrew Levander
Scott Leventhal
Rochelle Levine
Kevin Levy

Ann Loftus
Melissa Long
Alyson Lotman
Alfonso Madrid
Judith Max Palmer
Cherie Mazeffa
Margaret McDowell
Kevin McGlynn
Margie McGlynn
Nia Meeks

Doreen Merkt
Steven Merkt
Chanda Miller
Michael Moorby
Daniel Mozes
Jeffrey Muldawer
Kerry Nelson

David Newmann
Bethany Nikitenko
Joseph Nullmeyer
John O'Brien
Kathryn O'Brien
Kevin O'Brien

Seth Oltman

Craig Oppenheimer
Steve Park

Donald Parman
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John Parsons
Carole Paul

Robert Paul
Wesley Payne
Matthew Pilcher
Jacqueline Pinkas
Willie Pollins

Erin Powrie
Stephen Pratt
Sally Preston
Geoffrey Preston
Beth Probinsky
Richard Probinsky
Monica Pruett
Frances Rafferty
Tanya Rambert
Michael Ratner
Susanna Ratner
Michael Reed
Abraham Reich
Michael Reilly
Brandon Riley

Carl Roberts

Mark Robinson
Joshua Romirowsky
Amy Rosenberger
Ellen Rosen Rogoff
Jason Rubin

Louis Rulli

Donald Ryan

Anne Ryan

Nancy Sabol Frantz
Paul Saint-Antoine
Charles Samuels
Blaine Sanders
Richard Scheff
Howard Scher
Billie Schnall
Lindsay Schoonmaker
Diana Scott

Robert Scott

Alex Seldin
Stefanie Seldin
Jonathan Alon Seltzer
Alonzo Shands
Alexandra Siedsma
Daniel Siegel
Douglas Simon
Rachel Simon

Dylan Steinberg
Deborah Stewart
Miriam Straus
Jesse Stricof
Douglas Stuart
Joseph Sullivan
David Sweet

Amy Tarr

Joseph Tate Sr.
Jeffrey Taylor

Mark Taylor

Robert Tintner

Hon. Joseph Torregrossa
Anne Trachtenberg
Jerome Trachtenberg
Erik Videlock

Joyce Videlock
Stephanie Vogel
Megan Watson
Norman Weinstein
Amanda Wetzel
Amy Wilkinson

A. Morris Williams
Montgomery Wilson
David Winkler

Sara Woods
Carolyn Zack
Thomas Zemaitis
Jackie Zemaitis
Diane Zilka

Marc Zucker
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Institutional Supporters

Special thanks to the following organizations who

sponsored our Annual Awards Night in 2025:

Ballard Spahr

Barnes & Thornburg

Duane Morris

Eisenberg Rothweiler Winkler Eisenberg & Jeck
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath

Morgan Lewis & Bockius
Reed Smith

Saul Ewing

TE Connectivity
Troutman Pepper Locke

Thank you to all our organizational supporters:

American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
Foundation

American Water Works Service Company, Inc.

Blank Rome LLP

Caroline J. S. Sanders Trust

Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback Foundation

Comcast Corporation

Community Legal Services of Philadelphia

Cozen O'Connor

Philadelphia Division of Housing & Community
Development

D.L. Miner

Dechert LLP

Dilworth Paxson LLP

Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation

Exelon

Feldman Shepherd Wohlgelernter Tanner
Weinstock Dodig LLP

Fox Rothschild LLP

GSK

Goldman Sachs & Co.

Greenberg Traurig, LLP
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Henrietta Tower Wurts Memorial
Horsham Friends Meeting
Independence Foundation
Lincoln Financial Foundation, Inc.
M&T Bank Charitable Foundation
McCarter & English LLP

PECO

Penn Community Bank Foundation
Pennsylvania IOLTA Board
Philadelphia Bar Association
Philadelphia Bar Foundation
Philadelphia Legal Assistance
Saltz Mongeluzzi Bendesky P.C.
Tactix Real Estate Advisors

TD Bank, N.A.

The Philadelphia Foundation

The Sarah Ralston Foundation
The Stanley R. Wolfe Foundation
Thomas Skelton Harrison Foundation
Toll Brothers, Inc.

Vanguard Group, Inc.

White and Williams LLP

WSFS Bank
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Our Volunteers

We are deeply grateful to the legal volunteers who

made our work possible in 2025.

Arwa Abdelmoula
Lawrence W. Abel
Christopher J. Adan
Elisa Advani
Christine 0. Agbelese
Erin A. Agnew
Nicole A. Aguiar
Sophia Aguilar

Ryan Ahrens

Molly Aichele

Alia Al-Khatib

Jane Albrecht
Richard Aldridge
Mary Kate Alexandre
Sara Allen

Dorothy Allison
Isabela Alvarez
Philip Amoa

Emily R. Anderson
Rhonda McCullough Anderson
Juan Andrews

David Annecharico
William Antheil
Angela M. Antonini
Mason N. Apostol
Sierra S. Applegate
Christine Arasin
Brittany C. Armour
Joan Arnold
Pamella Arnold-Raison
Samar Aryani-Sabet
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Stephen M. Asbel
Dana Ash

Kristen Ashe
Reuben Asia
Cooper Attig

Julie A. Auerbach
David Augustin
Claire Axinn
Georgia Aziakou
Jamie Baird
Joshua Bak-Brevik
David Baldwin
Michael G. Balent
Matthew Bannon
Anthony J. Baratta
Natalie F. Bare
Rachel Barnes
Gwenn Barney
Maria Barrios
Andrew J. Barron
Kelly Barry

Paul Bartolacci
Linda Ann Bartosch
John Basenfelder
Riley Bauer

Janet E. Bauman
Kirk Baumeister
Jared Bayer
Lawrence J. Beaser
Adrienne Beatty
Allison Beatty

James Becker
Bradley Beckman
Michael Beebe
Bradley J. Begelman
Edward F. Behm Jr.
Kristen Behrens
George Belfield
Mijrane Belizaire
Judah Bellin

Kerry Bender
Sheldon Bender

Ed Benevides
Anne-Sophie Berchet
Grant G. Berger
Gregory Bergman
Kristina Bergsten
Scott R. Berman
Adam S. Bernick
David Bertone
Lauren Bess

Loretta Ann Best
Brian Betley

Devon Beverly
Joshua Bibiloni
Chelsea Biemiller
Sydney Rachelle Bierhoff
April Billett
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Roger Traversa
Benjamin C. Trayes
Garrett D. Trego
Meredith Trego
Silvio A. Trentalange
James Trollan

Joel Trotter
Christopher Trueax
Meagan Truong
David Tshudy

Sozi Tulante
Stephan Tull
Christopher Turk
Ashley Turner

Larry Turner

Sharon Turret

Anna Turull-Tellington
Doyle Tuvesson
Jonathan Udzinski
Amy S. Ufberg

Ross Ufberg

Karen Ulmer Pendergast
Lilian Umetiti

Komal Vaidya
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Mark M. Vakil

Jamie D. Valentine
Cathy Van Arsdale
Shohin Vance

Mikka Vapor

Kristen Varallo
Virginia Varley

Paul De Vastey

Leila Vaughan

J. Peter Veloski

Rita Venant

Emily Vener-Giszter
Karthik Venkatesh
John Vergari

Mary Vidas

Howard Vigderman
Allison Vinci

Joseph R. Viola

Greg Vizza
Stephanie Searles Vogel
Mark T. Vogelbacker
Katharyn Voit

Mark A. Wachlin
Amanda Wagner
Christina Wagner
David Andrew Walheim
Damaris Walker
John R. Walker
Susan Wallack
Jennifer Wallner Saltzman
Joanne Waltrich
Denene M. Wambach
Michael D. Ward
Rachel Ward
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Scott Wardell

Ryan Warden
Jonathan Wasser
Allie Misner Wasserman
Megan E. Watson
Tatiana M. Webb
Nanci Weber
Samantha Weber
Jeremy A. Wechsler
Aaron D. Weems
Colin Weidig

Sierra B. Weinkam
Stewart Weintraub
Martin J. Weis

Dean Weisgold

Max Weiss

Yosef Weitzman
Suzanne West

Ernest Wheeler Jr.
Allison Whip

Michael lan White
Teresa White-Swoope
Matthew |. Whitehorn
Lisa Whiteley

Kyle F. Whiteman
William Whitenack
Larissa Whitman
Agnese Whitt
Jennifer A. Wieclaw
Candee Wilde
Angelina Williams
Bradie R. Williams
Kyoung-Hi Park Williams
Taylor Williams

Cheri R. Williams Johnson
Meg Willoughby
Anna Wills

Erin Wilson
Sharon Wilson
Taylor Wilson
Sandra Wintner
Thomas P. Witt
Robert A. Wiygul
Stephen Wolf
N RN
Joseph Wolfe
Karen L. Wolfe
Keiko Wolfe
Shai Wood

Katie Woodbury
Stacie Wormley
Seth Worthen
Grace Wydeven
Lauren Wyszomierski
William Xiong
Theodore Yale
Hao Yin

Carolyn M. Zack
Patrick Zancolli
Dennie Zastrow
Jennifer L. Zegel
Dafan Zhang
Diane T. Zilka
David Zive

Lisa Zolna

Marc J. Zucker
Georgia Zygmund-Felt
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	Building Pro Bono Connections
	leverages the powerful resources of the community to provide quality volunteer legal services and ensure access to justice for  low-income Philadelphians.
	Dear Friends:
	Rida Haq Executive Director
	Chanda A. Miller Board President
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT


	Our Legal Priorities
	Philadelphia VIP recruits, trains, and supports legal volunteers to represent low-income Philadelphians who need a lawyer but cannot afford one.
	We focus our efforts on four key areas:
	Preventing  Homelessness
	Supporting  Family Stability
	Preserving Income
	Promoting Community Economic Development
	PHILADELPHIA VIP


	2025 by the Numbers
	1,395
	volunteers worked on a VIP pro bono case

	219
	first-time volunteers signed up for a case

	873
	new matters were referred to legal volunteers

	1,658
	Philadelphians received pro bono legal services

	13,749
	hours of pro bono legal work were reported by VIP volunteers

	$0.00
	attorney fees were charged to our low-income clients

	Preventing Homelessness
	Across the city, VIP volunteer lawyers help renters and homeowners alike stay in their homes.
	VIP Volunteers Clear Up Tangled Titles


	258
	new cases referred in 2025
	“We can’t wait to have family dinners there. I already told my fiancé that when we have kids, we’re leaving the house to them.”
	Tangled Title Fund: A Citywide Resource
	PHILADELPHIA VIP

	Harold* had no running water. He had no kitchen. His roof leaked. His landlord sued him for $12,000.
	Landlord/Tenant Eviction Defense
	Harold’s Eviction Defense Story
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT

	Preserving Income
	VIP volunteers served more clients in name change, debt collection, and estate planning cases.
	Estate Planning to Preserve Family Wealth
	Meeting Community Needs: Name Changes


	261
	new cases referred in 2025
	140
	PHILADELPHIA VIP

	A letter in the mail told her she owed a debt buyer over $5,000. Thanks to VIP, she is now debt-free.
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT

	Supporting  Family Stability
	Philadelphians fighting for what matters most in Family Court count on VIP volunteer lawyers.
	new cases referred in 2025
	Divorce: Legally Easy, Procedurally Complex
	PHILADELPHIA VIP


	“Most attorneys are already equipped to handle a pro bono family law case effectively.”
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT

	Promoting Community Economic Development
	VIP is the only large-scale provider of free legal services for Philly small businesses and nonprofits.

	258
	new cases referred in 2024
	184
	Building Connections at Legal Clinics
	PHILADELPHIA VIP
	Passing the Torch with Succession Planning
	A Local Artisan Resolves an Illegal Eviction

	2025 ANNUAL REPORT
	Celebrating Our Volunteers
	VIP works to engage, recognize, and celebrate the 1,300+ legal volunteers who carry out our mission.
	PHILADELPHIA VIP


	VIP’s Annual Award Winners
	VIP’s Hall of Fame Inductees
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT

	2025 Board of Directors
	Board Officers
	Board Members
	James M. Becker
	Edward Brant
	Kristine L. Calalang**
	Germain E. DeMartinis*
	George J. Farrell
	Mark W. Fidanza
	Samantha J. Fitzpatrick
	Deborah Freedman**
	Hope Freiwald
	Katelyn M. Gillece
	Robin C.V. Holts
	Katayun I. Jaffari**
	Christie Jones**
	Kevin M. Levy
	Alyson Walker Lotman
	Margaret M. McDowell
	Bethany R. Nikitenko
	Maureen Olives**
	Steve T. Park*
	Matthew Pilcher
	Willie Pollins
	Richard L. Scheff
	David A. Surbeck*
	Kate Van Scoy
	Stephanie S. Vogel
	Courtney Wilborn
	Ezra Wohlgelernter**
	PHILADELPHIA VIP


	2025 Staff Team
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT

	Financials
	REVENUE & SUPPORT (2025) $2,172,811
	EXPENSES (2025) $2,200,758
	PHILADELPHIA VIP

	Our Donors
	We thank the following individuals for their generous financial support of VIP in 2025:
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT


	PHILADELPHIA VIP
	Institutional Supporters
	Special thanks to the following organizations who sponsored our Annual Awards Night in 2025:
	Thank you to all our organizational supporters:
	2025 ANNUAL REPORT


	Our Volunteers
	We are deeply grateful to the legal volunteers who made our work possible in 2025.
	PHILADELPHIA VIP
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